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SURGICAL LECTURES.

Theatre, St. Thomas's Hospital,

Monday Evening,
March 22d, 1824,

- LECTURE 44.

We shall, gentlemen, in this
evening’s lecture, conclode the
description of the diseases of
the breast, and first of

Fungous Tubercle.
Varions names have been given
to this disease: it was original-

‘ly called soft cancer, but having

‘beerr found matetially to differ
from true cancerous disease, that
name was relinquished, and the
‘one given to it by the late Mr.
Hey, of Leeds, viz., Fungus
‘Hematodes, is that which is
now generally employed.
Although this affection has
some resemblance to scirr-
hous
from it in very many and essen-
tial particulars ; one of which
is, that it attacks persons of all
ages after puberty ; whereas the
scirrhous tubercle, as I explain-
ed 1o you in my last lecture,
does not attack the very young,
as we rarvely see it under the
ageof twenty-seven. It oceurs
more frequently then in early
Jife than scirrhous tubérele; and

P

tubercle, yet it differs

not so frequently in advanced
years. It is very uncommon to
observe scirrhus before the age
of twenty-seven ; but by no
means ulicommon to see fungus
h®matodes at a much earlier
period. This disease, in its ear-
lier stages, is by no means so
hard to the feel as true scirrhus.
When you press ‘upon it with
the finger, the spot readily re-
eeives an indentation; but apon
removing the finger, the hollow
which it had produced, becomes
instantly filled again. -

In the earlier stages like-
wise, there is little pain, which
is another strong discriminating
mark by which you are enabled
to distinguish-it from scirrhous
tubercle. Practitioners who, for
the first time, see this disease,
and who happen to be unac-
quainted with its pature;.unac-
quainted with the positive and
negative diagnostic signs by
which it is known, are astonish-
ed at the trifling degree of pain
which patients feel, when these
tumours are pressed upon, or
indeed when they are even
roughly examined. This want
of tenderness then—want of
hardness, and want of pain, are
ciseriminating  characteristics
which direct your judgment to-
wards forming a correct conclu«
sion as to itls trye naturé; ahd
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